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What FAPESP expects 
from RIDCs

• “The development of the Brazilian society requires 
that leaders of the scientific community contribute 
effectively to scientific dissemination in their areas 
of expertise” 

• “Independently on their research focus, RIDCs 
must sustain dissemination activities and contribute 
to improving scientific literacy in Brazil” 

• “Dissemination activities must . . . propose radical 
innovations to improve public scientific culture”



Scientific dissemination 
includes…

• COMMUNICATION 

• EDUCATION / TRAINING 

• EXHIBITION



FAPESP’s expectations are to be met 
under structural, institutional constraints
• Stable scientific illiteracy 

• Continuously insufficient, inefficient investment to public 
school system 

• General lack of interest in science news in broad-public 
media outlets 

• In 2013, there were only eight pieces on Mathematics in 
the largest five Brazilian newspapers  

• Little incentives for professors and researchers in universities 
to get involved in programs of “culture and extension” 



NeuroMat’s general approach 
to scientific dissemination

• All research activities have a dissemination 
potential 

• But external science communicators won’t 
necessarily do it for us 

• All dissemination activities should have a research 
potential 

• Basically because we are not really sure what we 
should be doing



Who we are…
• Fernando J. da Paixão (NeuroMat 

dissemination coordinator) 

• Magda Chang (NeuroMat 
executive manager) 

• Anatoli Iambartsev, André Frazão 
Helene, Antonio Carlos Roque, 
Antonio Galves, Claudia Vargas, 
Ernst Hamburger (frequent 
contributors) 

• João Alexandre Peschanski 
(NeuroMat communications 
supervisor)

!

• Célio Costa Filho (NeuroMat 
dissemination assistant) 

• Carlos Ribas (NeuroMat IT 
analyst) 

• Sidnéia França (TT5 web 
designer) 

• David Alves, Marília Carrera 
(FAPESP science-journalism 
fellows) 

• Éder Porto, Gildemar Félix, Lucas 
Belo, Luna Maldonado (USP 
undergraduate fellows)



What we do…

!
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!
• Website
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• ongoing functional, design project 
• creation of a dashboard for 

investigators 
• integration of NeuroMat tools 
• visualization of content based on 

intelligent assumptions about users 
!
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• NeuroMat science-journalism online 
training (future project) 
• responding to a call made by 

FAPESP when launching a specific 
fellowship for science journalists
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science fair at USP
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dropped out

PIBID/CAPES was 
discontinued

NeuroMat dissemination 
committee disintegrated

• high learning potential 
from this “failed” 
experience was not 
systematically reported 
!

• one personal major 
lesson: our RIDC cannot 
act directly in school 
system 
• not enough money 
• not enough people 
• not enough room 

!

• new direction involves massive training for teachers 
on NeuroMat’s conjecture on brain functioning 
• setting up a pilot project with USP’s Escola de 

Aplicação 
• working with networks and resources that are 

currently organized at USP (USP Escola) 
• sharing widely content and methodology as online 

videos
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External grants associated to NeuroMat’s Wikipedia Initiative

Institution Type Project Amount (US$)

Interdisciplinary 
Research 

Center

Research 
stipend

Wikipedia at the Interface 
of Communication 

and Education
7,000

Wikimedia 
Foundation

Event 
support

Edit-a-thon on Neuroscience 
and Mathematics 600

Wikimedia 
Foundation Equipment GLAM USP 2,000
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• two publications; four 
congress presentations 
• drafts being worked on 
!

• sustainable, scalable and 
easy to disseminate, replicate 
• need more involvement 

from university peers 
• should connect more 

strongly to education 
• big caveat: what are 

people who are watching/
reading content we 
produce doing with it?



So…
• Subscribe to the NeuroMat newsletter! 

• Like NeuroMat on Facebook! 

• Check out our dissemination blog! 

• Get in touch to Wiki with us!

comunicacao@neuromat.numec.prp.usp.br!
facebook.com/neuromathematics 

Thanks!


